PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps

of Engineers.  ppjicant: Published: May 5, 2026
Robert Rigdon Expires: May 12, 2026
Beaver Lake Renewable Energy

Vicksburg District
Permit Application No. MVK-2025-00660

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The Vicksburg District of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) has received an application for a Department of the Army permit
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1344) and/or Section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. §403). The purpose of this public notice
is to solicit comments from the public regarding the work described below:

APPLICANT: Robert Rigdon
Beaver Lake Renewable Energy
840 West Sam Houston Parkway North
Houston, Texas 77024

AGENT: Ariane Lee
ERM
3838 North Causeway Boulevard
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

WATERWAY AND LOCATION: The project would affect waters of the United States
(WOTUS) associated with the Red River. The project/review area is located in Section
32, Township 4N, Range 1E, at Latitude 31.294022 N and Longitude

-92.351325 W in Rapides Parish, Louisiana.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The proposed project site consists of the Beaver Lake
Industrial Park and a 26-acre, mostly wooded, parcel bordering the industrial park. The
site was previously a Kraft Paper Mill operated by International Paper from
approximately 1968 until it was closed in 2009. The Beaver Lake Industrial Park was
created to promote redevelopment of the site and is currently overseen by Bayou Gas
Odorants of Pineville, Louisiana.

The proposed project site is within the South-Central Plains (35) Level Ill Ecoregions.
The South-Central Plains features rolling plains interspersed with flat terraces,
bottomlands, sandy hills, and low cuestas, making its terrain more varied than
neighboring flatter regions. Uplands consist of acidic soils from tertiary deposits, while
bottomlands are covered with quaternary alluvium and loess.



Historically, vegetation included longleaf pine savannas in the south and shortleaf
pine/hardwood forests in the north, with bald cypress and hardwoods in floodplains.
The region, spanning parts of Louisiana, Arkansas, east Texas, and Oklahoma, is
mostly forested with extensive pine plantations. Key land uses include timber, livestock,
oil and gas, and cropland, especially in the Red River bottomlands (Daigle et al, 2006).

The Facility would be partially constructed on previously developed property in addition
to areas of the former paper mill site, which had not been previously developed with
buildings, but were utilized as ancillary support areas for the mill.

BACKGROUND: On September 19, 2025, an Individual Permit (IP) application was
submitted to the USACE Vicksburg District through the Regulatory Request System
(RRS). Following submittal, the Applicant determined that a new 75-foot-wide utility
corridor—co-located with an existing water line—is required to connect necessary
utilities to the proposed BLRE facility described in the September 2025 MVK-2025-
00660 IP application. To accommodate this change, the original application was
temporarily withdrawn to allow for updates to the required permit documents. Based on
a discussion with USACE on February 25, 2026, regarding the appropriate approach for
submitting the additional project information, the Applicant resubmitted the original
MVK-2025-00660 permit application along with this amendment for review.

PROJECT PURPOSE: The purpose of the project is to produce low-carbon intensity
green methanol.

Basic: The basic purpose is for commercial development.

Overall: The overall purpose is to produce low-carbon intensity green methanol at
553,000 metric tons per year for use as marine fuel for the shipping industry.

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant is applying for a Department of the Army permit to
conduct regulated activities within WOTUS for the purpose of developing a renewable
biofuels production facility to produce low-carbon intensity green methanol via
gasification of sustainably sourced wood biomass.

The Amendment Utility Corridor would extend approximately 8,300 linear feet in length
and 75 foot in width and would support both construction and long-term operations and
maintenance activities. The corridor generally follows the alignment of the existing 75-
foot-wide AUS right-of-way.

Utility lines would be installed via open trench methods, and the corridor would be
permanently maintained to allow for ongoing access and maintenance. Each ultility line
would be installed in a separate trench and spaced in accordance with applicable
regulatory requirements (e.g., a minimum 10-foot separation between potable water and
sanitary sewer lines). As a result, multiple trenches would be excavated within an
approximately 70-foot-wide construction area inside the corridor. The average trench
depth would be approximately six (6) feet.



Construction equipment may include, but would not be limited to, excavators or
trenchers, trucks, and skid steers or dozers. During operations, maintenance activities
would consist of periodic mowing and access for repairs, as needed.

The methanol (MeOH) product pipeline would also be periodically inspected using an
in-line inspection tool (commonly referred to as a “smart pig”).

The proposed project would utilize gasification technology to convert 2.5 million tons of
biomass per year in three parallel gasification trains. The biomass would be generated
from sustainably managed wood from forest suppliers in the surrounding areas. The
facility is projected to produce 553,000 metric tons of green methanol per year to be
utilized as marine fuel for the shipping industry.

The proposed project would be comprised of eight central process blocks: the
gasification island, the acid gas removal unit, the sulfur removal unit, the methanol
synthesis unit, the woodyard, wood drying, syngas compression, syngas conditioning,
the CO2 compression unit, the air separation unit, and associated facilities (see
attached drawings).

The remainder of the project would be comprised of rail loading facilities, tankage for
product storage, buildings/utilities and auxiliary systems such as, but not limited to,
process and wastewater treatment, fired utility systems, power distribution, and plant
and instrumentation air.

Anticipated impacts would include permanent and temporary impacts to the 75-foot-
wide utility corridor consisting of temporary cut and permanent fill for installing the utility
lines and maintaining the corridor for access during operations. Intermittent stream
channels would be restored to pre-construction contours to the extent practicable after
construction. No culverts or other bridge structures would be placed in or over the
stream features. After installation of the utility lines and backfilling the trench,
approximately three (3) feet of permanent fill would be added to wetland areas so that
they may be maintained as upland for ease of access during maintenance operations.



PROPOSED IMPACTS TO WOTUS:

Feat Permanent Impacts Proposed T £
Tea ure (Linear Feet [LF] or Permanent Fill Proposed Cut (cy) VII:J_TIO
ype acres [ac]) (cubicyards [cy]) !
09/2025
09/2925 Amended 09/2(.)25 Amended Submittal ATTIEE|E
Submittal Submittal (Temporary)
(Permanent)
Palustrine Native
Forested Clay,
Wetland 4.80 ac 0.29 ac 68,010 cy @ 4,150 cy 27,034 cy 1,705 cy Riprap,
(PFO) Road Fill,
and
27,034 cy (Permanent)/ Used
PFO Total 5.28 ac 72,160 cy 1,705 cy (Temporary) Concrete
Palustrine Native
Scrub-shrub 154,327 Clay,
Wetland 12.07 ac 0.28 ac ¢y 2,779 cy 70,349 cy 2,600 cy Riprap,
(PSS) Road Fill,
and
70,349 cy (Permanent)/ Used
PSS Total 12.59 ac 157,106 c !
r Y 2,600 cy (Temporary) Concrete
Intermittent Native
Stream 5,387 LF 185 LF 2,103 cy 0cy 1,745 cy 272 cy Clay,
Riprap,

: Road Fill,
;r;'t:;nn':lttent 5,572 LF 2,103 cy 1,745 cy (Permanent)/  and
Total 272 cy (Temporary) Used

Concrete

TOTAL 18.06 acres / 229,266 cy 99,128 cy (Permanent)/

5,572 LF 4,577 cy (Temporary)

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION: The applicant has provided the following
information in support of efforts to avoid and/or minimize impacts to the aquatic
environment. The applicant has attempted to minimize wetland impacts by designing
the facility in areas of the property that are mostly occupied by uplands.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: To compensate for the unavoidable loss of wetlands
as a result of the project activities, the applicant has proposed to purchase mitigation
credits from an approved USACE mitigation bank.

CULTURAL RESOURCES: The Corps is evaluating the undertaking for effects to
historic properties as required under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act. This public notice serves to inform the public of the proposed undertaking and
invites comments including those from local, state, and federal government agencies
with respect to historic resources. Our final determination relative to historic resource
impacts may be subject to additional coordination with the State Historic Preservation
Officer, federally recognized tribes, and other interested parties.



The District Engineer’s final eligibility and effect determination will be made with full
consideration given to the proposed undertaking’s potential direct and indirect effects on
historic properties within the Corps-identified permit area.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The Corps has performed an initial review of the application
utilizing the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and
Consultation (IPaC) to determine if any threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate
species, as well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, may occur in the
vicinity of the proposed project. Based on this initial review, the Corps has made a
preliminary determination that the proposed project will not affect any listed species or
critical habitat:

Red-cockaded Woodpecker - Threatened, No Effect
Tricolored Bat - Proposed Endangered, No Effect

Alligator Snapping Turtle - Proposed Threatened, No Jeopardy
Monarch Butterfly - Proposed Threatened, No Jeopardy

Pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), any required consultation
with the Service(s) will be conducted in accordance with 50 CFR part 402.

The US Army Corps of Engineers is the lead federal agency for ESA consultation for the
proposed action. Any required consultation will be completed by the US Army Corps of
Engineers.

This notice serves as a request to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for any additional
information on whether any listed or proposed to be listed endangered or threatened
species or critical habitat may be present in the area which would be affected by the
proposed activity.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT: Pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act 1996, the Corps reviewed the project area, examined information
provided by the applicant, and consulted available species information.

The Corps has determined the proposal would have no effect on any Essential Fish
Habitat (EFH) [no EFH identified at the location]. Therefore, no consultation with the
National Marine Fisheries Service on EFH as required by the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act 1996 is required.

NAVIGATION: The proposed activity is not located in the vicinity of a federal navigation
channel.

SECTION 408: The applicant will not require permission under Section 14 of the Rivers
and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 408) because the activity, in whole or in part, would
not alter, occupy, or use a Corps Civil Works project.



WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION: Water Quality Certification may be required from
the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality to certify that the described work will
comply with the state’s water quality standards and effluent limitations before a Corp’s
permit is issued.

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the
applicant. This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance
with laws and regulation governing the regulatory program. The geographic extent of
aquatic resources within the proposed project area that either is, or is presumed to be,
within the jurisdiction of the Corps has been verified by Corps personnel.

EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation
of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the
public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments.

All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including
cumulative impacts thereof; among these are conservation, economics, esthetics,
general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and wildlife values,
flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion,
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and
fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and in general,
the needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the activity on the
public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), under authority of Section
404(b) of the Clean Water Act or the criteria established under authority of Section
102(a) of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A permit will be
granted unless its issuance is found to be contrary to the public interest.

COMMENTS: The Corps is soliciting comments from the public, federal, state, and local
agencies and officials, Indian tribes, and other interested parties in order to consider
and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be
considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a
permit for this proposal. To make this determination, comments are used to assess
impacts to endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental
effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the
preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) and/or an Environmental Impact
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

The Vicksburg District will receive written comments on the proposed work, as outlined
above, until May 12, 2026.



Comments should be submitted electronically via the Regulatory Request System
(RRS) at https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs or to Tarmiko Graham at
Tarmiko.V.Graham@usace.army.mil. Please refer to the permit application number in
your comments.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice,
that a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for public hearings
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. Requests for a
public hearing will be granted, unless the District Engineer determines that the issues
raised are insubstantial or there is otherwise no valid interest to be served by a hearing.

Notification of Final Permit Actions: Each month, the final permit actions from the
preceding month are published on the Vicksburg District Regulatory web page. To
access this information, you may follow the link from the Regulatory webpage,
http://www.mvk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.

Wilszin L. ﬁ?ﬂd‘

Will Pigott
Chief (Acting), Louisiana Branch
Regulatory Division


https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs
http://www.mvk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx
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Figure 2-1
Project Overview
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Figure 2-2
Project Overview
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Project Overview
MVK-2025-00660 Amendment

Beaver Lake Renewable Energy Project
Rapides Parish, Louisiana

.
_ CERM




DRAWN BY: GIS

~
o
%
b
b
®
©
3
2
€
=
g
c
I3
£
z
S
1]
3
©
o
"
o
<
O
)
O]
I
o
I
N
o
I
N
&
S
5
]
a
S
w
4
X
X
g
°
N
5
w
o
5
o
Q
]
4
5
)
Q
]
(Y]
o
4
<
<
<]
o)
@
c
i
2
=)
I}
2
3
c
5}
4
o
<
El
3
=
[}
>
=
33
@
o
[
(Y]
o
4
<
<
2
>
[
£
&
>
y
el
<)
IS
5
[
a
2
)
0
7y
2
o
2]
2"
2
a
=
[
)
2
=

Legend

[ Mvk-2025-00660 Amendment Utility Corridor (17.12 Acres)

=) MVK-2025-006600 Project Area (645.83 acres)

Source: Esri - World Topographic Map; WGS 1984 Web Mercator Auxiliary Sphere

Notes: Basemap via ESRI.

Figure 2-4
Project Overview
MVK-2025-00660 Amendment

Beaver Lake Renewable Energy Project
Rapides Parish, Louisiana

.
_ CERM




DRAWN BY: GIS

~
o
x
A
b
®
°
3
2
€
=
g
c
I3
£
z
S
1S]
3
©
o
"
o
<
O
b -
O]
I
o
I
N
©
I
N
&
S
5
]
a
S
w
o«
X
X
g
°
3
5
w
o
5
D
Q
(]
4
5
)
Q
]
(Y]
o
4
<
<
<]
2
@
c
i
<
=)
I}
2
3
c
5}
«
[
<
El
3
=
[}
>
=
33
@
o
[
(Y]
o
4
<
<
2
>
[
£
&
>
y
el
<)
IS
5
[
a
2
)
0
7y
2
o
2]
2"
2
a
=
[
)
2
=

MVK-2025-00660

Type (Acres) Linear Feet)
PFO
185

Legend

Figure 3-5 Cross Section

MVK-2025-00660 Amendment Utility
Corridor (17.12 Acres)

City of Alexandria Mitigation
Responsibility (1.39 Acres)

Source: Esri - World Topographic Map; WGS 1984 Web Mercator Auxiliary Sphere

Ca

Notes: Basemap via ESRI.

MVK-2025-00552 Mitigation
Responsibility (5.44 Acres)

MVK-2025-006600 Project Area
(645.83 acres)

MVK-2025-00660 Temporary
Waterbody Impacts

Figure 3-1

Proposed Project

Impacts

MVK-2025-00660 Amendment

Beaver Lake Renewable Energy Project
Rapides Parish, Louisiana




DRAWN BY: GIS

~
o
x
k]
b
®
©
3
2
€
=
g
c
I3
£
z
S
1S]
3
©
o
"
o
<
O
)
O]
I
o
I
N
©
I
N
&
S
5
]
a
=
w
4
X
X
g
°
3
5
w
4
5
D
Q
]
o«
5
)
Q
]
(Y]
o
4
<
<
<]
2
@
c
i
2
=)
I}
2
3
c
5}
«
[
<
El
3
=
[}
>
=
33
@
o
[
(V]
o
4
<
<
2
>
[
£
&
>
y
el
<)
IS
5
[
a
2
)
0
7y
2
o
2]
o
o'l
a
=
[
)
2
=

MVK-2025-00660

Type (Acres) Linear Feet)
PFO
185

Legend

O OO Figure 3-5 Cross Section

MVK-2025-00660 Amendment Utility
Corridor (17.12 Acres)

City of Alexandria Mitigation
Responsibility (1.39 Acres)

MVK-2025-00552 Mitigation
Responsibility (5.44 Acres)

Source: Esri - World Topographic Map; WGS 1984 Web Mercator Auxiliary Sphere

Notes: Basemap via ESRI.

l— MVK-2025-006600 Project Area
«d (645.83 acres)

MVK-2025-00660 Temporary
Waterbody Impacts

MVK-2025-00660 Permanent Wetland Impacts

Figure 3-2

Proposed Project

Impacts

MVK-2025-00660 Amendment

Beaver Lake Renewable Energy Project
Rapides Parish, Louisiana




DRAWN BY: GIS

~
o
x
b
b
®
°
3
2
€
=
g
9]
£
z
S
1S]
3
©
o
"
o
<
O
)
O]
I
o
I
N
o
I
N
&
S
5
]
a
=
w
4
X
X
g
°
3
5
w
o
5
o
Q
]
4
5
D
Q
]
(Y]
o
4
<
<
<]
o)
@
c
i
2
=)
I}
2
3
c
5}
«
[
<
El
3
=
[}
>
=
33
o
o
[
(V]
o
4
<
<
2
>
[
£
&
>
y
el
<)
IS
5
[
a
2
)
0
7y
2
o
2]
o
o'l
a
=
[
)
2
=

MVK-2025-00660

Type (Acres) Linear Feet)
pss | o28na

O OO Figure 3-5 Cross Section

MVK-2025-00660 Amendment Utility
Corridor (17.12 Acres)

City of Alexandria Mitigation
Responsibility (1.39 Acres)

MVK-2025-00552 Mitigation
Responsibility (5.44 Acres)

Source: Esri - World Topographic Map; WGS 1984 Web Mercator Auxiliary Sphere

Notes: Basemap via ESRI.

l— MVK-2025-006600 Project Area
«d (645.83 acres)

MVK-2025-00660 Temporary
Waterbody Impacts

MVK-2025-00660 Permanent Wetland Impacts

Figure 3-3

Proposed Project

Impacts

MVK-2025-00660 Amendment

Beaver Lake Renewable Energy Project
Rapides Parish, Louisiana




DRAWN BY: GIS

REVISED: 03/26/2026, SCALE: 1:8,000when printed at 11x17

X
X
s
°
>
5
o
4
%5
o
o]
w
4
5
@
]
2}
5}
S
2
<
<
=
2
5]
2
&
2
a
]
2
]
2
Q
<
Qo
<
©
K|
P
5]
>
3
[
@
]
0
5}
]
2
<
<
2
>
o
£
[
g
0
©
S
g
5
5
]
2
0
9|
0
]
5
2]
ok
3
£
A
o
E)
2]
s

K-2025-00660

Impact Impacts

(Acres) inear Feet)
Wetlands

pss [  o28na |

Waterbodies

Legend

O OO Figure 3-5 Cross Section

MVK-2025-00660 Amendment Utility
Corridor (17.12 Acres)

City of Alexandria Mitigation
Responsibility (1.39 Acres)

MVK-2025-00552 Mitigation
Responsibility (5.44 Acres)

Source: Esri - World Topographic Map; WGS 1984 Web Mercator Auxiliary Sphere

Notes: Basemap via ESRI.
l— MVK-2025-006600 Project Area
«d (645.83 acres)

MVK-2025-00660 Temporary
Waterbody Impacts

MVK-2025-00660 Permanent Wetland Impacts

Figure 3-4

Proposed Project

Impacts

MVK-2025-00660 Amendment

Beaver Lake Renewable Energy Project
Rapides Parish, Louisiana






